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CAMPE Celebrates 30" Anniversary

CAMPE (Campaign for Popular Education) was launched in the aftermath of the World Conference on Education for all in Jomtien,
Thailand, March, 1990. It soon became a platform of NGOs and civil society concerned about education for rallying behind the
national goals and aspirations for education, creating awareness, making citizens’ voices heard, and participating in shaping the
national agenda.

Gono Shakkhorota, translated as Popular Education, was the term chosen in naming itself by the visionary leaders — Abdullah Al-
Muti Sharfuddin, Fazle Hasan Abed and others — who were behind the establishment of CAMPE. We remember today with deep
respect and gratitude the visionaries who contributed to shaping CAMPE into what it has been over the decades.

The founding visionaries saw it as a campaign for people’s literacy, treating literacy in its broadest Freirean sense of “reading the
world, not just the word,” and with a definite emphasis on people — people’s agency and empowerment through education. In
this regard, CAMPE’s vision is broader than the common connotation of each of the terms and areas of work CAMPE engages
in --- literacy, non-formal education, adult education, basic education, primary education, skill training and early childhood
development. It embraces all these elements and more as parts of the spectrum of lifelong learning — brought to the fore now in
SDG4 and Education 2030. CAMPE’s notion of Gono Shakkhorota, people’s education, therefore, transcends what is sometimes
regarded as the confining concepts of non-formal education or adult education — to serve as the driver of people’s movement
and people’s empowerment.

CAMPE became a model of civil society engagement in educational policy dialogue and citizens’ involvement in the education
and development discourse. It has become an exemplar of popular participation in educational policy development. To this end,
CAMPE works closely with other organisations and forums in Bangladesh and abroad. It is a founding member of the Coalition
of Civil Society Organisations and is affiliated with the Federation of NGOs in Bangladesh (FNB), Asia-South Pacific Bureau of
Adult Education (ASPBAE) and International Council of Adult Education (ICAE). It is an elected member of the Board of Global
Campaign for Education (GCE), a worldwide network of NGOs and teachers unions operating in more than hundred countries. It
is recognized by UNESCO as a nodal institution for basic education in Bangladesh.

To promote and contribute to informed and evidence-based policy discussion and choice of priorities and options, CAMPE has
served as the secretariat of Education Watch, a national sample-survey based series of research reports on aspects of the education
system performance. Since 2001, over 20 Education Watch reports have been produced. These have become a well-recognised
source of policy relevant data and analysis and the catalyst for policy and strategy discussion leading to informed choices.

The ambitious Sustainable Development Goals 2030, especially SDG 4, and the Education 2030 Agenda present new challenges and
opportunities for CAMPE. A major task is the adaptation and re-formulation as necessary of the global goals, targets and indicators
for the Bangladesh context with active citizens” and stakeholders’ participation. CAMPE will continue to work, cooperate, network,



assist and facilitate dissemination of ideas and sharing of experiences in order to help shape and fulfill the national agenda.
CAMPE will remain an active partner in the coalition of major actors, especially, the concerned ministries and line agencies of the
government, NGOs, democratic forces of civil society, and development partners.

A good example of the evidence-based advocacy and facilitation of stakeholder involvement is the Education Watch Studies and
their dissemination. The disruption caused by the COVID-19 in human lives was devastating. Like many other sectors, education
was hugely impacted by the prolonged closure of education institutions during the pandemic. Even before the pandemic,
Bangladesh was grappling with a learning crisis characterized by poor student learning and unequal opportunities.

To examine the pandemic’s effects on education, two Education Watch studies (EW-2020 and EW-2021) were conducted earlier.
These, at an interval of a year, looked at the status of learning and well-being of children, their families and teachers; safe
reopening of schools; learning loss recovery and drawing lessons for further action. Considering the likely longer-term challenges,
Education Watch 2022 was also devoted to investigate the pandemic’s impacts on the teaching-learning process and ways of
recovery. Titled - Post-Pandemic Response: Recovery and Renewal of School Education, it is being formally released as part of
the 30th Anniversary celebration. This 20th Education Watch report also conducted a rapid grade-wise sample assessment at the
secondary level (classes VIII and IX) to assess the learning status of the children concerned in some core competency areas. It has
offered a set of recommendations, focusing on understanding the consequences of the pandemic and prioritizing the issue of
bringing students up to their respective grade levels within a year. It has highlighted the importance of foundational skills and the
expansion of an effective blended approach. Considering the enormity of the task at hand, it has recommended building stronger
partnerships between government and NGOs, local communities and civil society.

By the decision of CAMPE Council and the Education Watch Technical Committee, the 2023 Education Watch Report, now under
preparation, is also looking at the continuing and longer-term educational effects especially, aspects of inequality and disparity,
and ways of dealing with these consequences.

As Bangladesh moves forward with the goal of achieving the status of an upper middle income country by 2031 and a developed
country by 2041, the performance of the education system cannot be allowed to become an obstacle. The CAMPE family of
education NGOs, researchers, academics and activists are pledged to work together with principal stakeholders, especially the
government and international development partners, to realize our common cherished goals.
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